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Ventilation Provision from OSHA’s 
Emergency Temporary Standard on COVID-19


Disclaimer: This final rule has been submitted to the Office of the Federal Register (OFR) for publication and is currently pending placement on public inspection at the OFR and publication in the Federal Register. This version of the final rule may vary slightly from the published document if minor technical or formatting changes are made during the OFR review process. Only the version published in the Federal Register is the official final rule. 


(k) Ventilation.
 
(1) Employers who own or control buildings or structures with an existing heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system(s) must ensure that: 
(i) The HVAC system(s) is used in accordance with the HVAC manufacturer’s instructions and the design specifications of the HVAC system(s); 
(ii) The amount of outside air circulated through its HVAC system(s) and the number of air changes per hour are maximized to the extent appropriate; 
(iii) All air filters are rated Minimum Efficiency Reporting Value (MERV) 13 or higher, if compatible with the HVAC system(s). If MERV-13 or higher filters are not compatible with the HVAC system(s), employers must use filters with the highest compatible filtering efficiency for the HVAC system(s);
(iv) All air filters are maintained and replaced as necessary to ensure the proper function and performance of the HVAC system(s); and 
(v) All intake ports that provide outside air to the HVAC system(s) are cleaned, maintained, and cleared of any debris that may affect the function and performance of the HVAC system(s). 

(2) Where the employer has an existing AIIR, the employer must maintain and operate it in accordance with its design and construction criteria. 
Note 1 to paragraph (k): This section does not require installation of new HVAC systems or AIIRs to replace or augment functioning systems. 
Note 2 to paragraph (k): In addition to the requirements for existing HVAC systems and AIIRs, all employers should also consider other measures to improve ventilation in accordance with “CDC’s Ventilation Guidance,” (available at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/ventilation.html) (e.g., opening windows and doors). This could include maximizing ventilation in buildings without HVAC systems or in vehicles. 
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